


    

Requested by:  
Saturday, December 3 
 8:30 A.M. +Jim O’Brien                         K. & M.A. Donohue 
 5:15 P.M. +Anthony Annuncio            T. Annuncio 
Sunday, December 4 
  7:30 A.M.    Intentions of all Parishioners 
  9:00 A.M. +Mary Jane Kaner             J. Kaner 
10:30 A.M. +Limatola, Vona, & Cappuccia Families     
                                                                           Vona Family 
12:00 P.M. +Lyn Klein                            M. E. Kiraly 
Monday, December 5 
 8:30 A.M. +Frank Baron                       B. Horan 
Tuesday, December 6 
 8:30 A.M. +Edward & Helen Spence     G. Patti 
Wednesday, December 7 
 8:30 A.M. +Thomas Carter                          Dr. & Mrs. Bird 
 5:30 P.M. +Kathleen Edson Levenick     J. Hollerbach 
Thursday, December 8 – Immaculate Conception 
 8:30 A.M. +James Kiraly                              M. Kiraly 
 5:30 P.M. +Patrick Ryan                               Hines Family 
Friday, December 9 
 8:30 A.M. +Frank Agonito, Jr.                    A. Lesko 
Saturday, December 10 
 8:30 A.M. +Walter Chadwick                     J. & V. Giuffre 
 5:15 P.M. +Ed O’Connor                            A. McGovern 
Sunday, December 11 
  7:30 A.M.    Intentions of all Parishioners 
  9:00 A.M. +Maria & Michale Artieri    Porco Family 
10:30 A.M. +Gene Richter                          P. & J. Fracassini 
12:00 P.M. +Diand Larson Pepe              C. Duggan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

WEEKLY ROSARY FOR PEACE & HEALING 
Join us every Friday, immediately following the 

8:30 A.M. Mass. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
     When I was in high school, I had the chance to play the 
part of John the Baptist in a production of “Godspell.”  As 
you may know, that same character is also Judas Iscariot.  In 
a unique twist, my classmate who portrayed Jesus was an 
atheist.  So the cast included atheist-Jesus and future-priest-
Judas.  Anyway, in an early scene, John the Baptist recites 
much of today’s Gospel passage, beginning with the words 
“You brood of vipers.”  What a way to start a monologue! 
     Those tough words from John the Baptist certainly fit his 
camel-hair-garment-wearing style and his desert living 
arrangements.  John is not a quiet figure, nor is he docile.  
With great courage and conviction, he cries out, demanding 
to be heard, heralding the coming of Jesus.  However, the 
picture he paints of the coming Messiah, one with 
winnowing fan in hand, who will drive out the chaff and burn 
it in unquenchable fire, at first does not seem to jive with the 
tiny baby born in Bethlehem, or the gentle shepherd who 
preaches a message of peace.   
     On closer examination, though, we see that John’s words 
are very much in line with who Jesus is.  The Gospel that 
Jesus preaches is so radically different that he does, in fact, 
stir up considerable conversation and debate.  Jesus is 
unflinching in his commandment to love and in speaking the 
truth about what God wants for every person – so much so 
that, when people begin to walk away from him because his 
teaching is too hard, as we see in the Gospel of John, chapter 
6, Jesus does not go after them or change his tone.  Rather, 
he holds fast in the truth, and respecting their freedom, 
allows them to walk away.  John the Baptist then is giving us 
a very real portrait of Jesus and what He will do when He 
comes. 
     And so for us: have we allowed Jesus with His winnowing 
fan to drive out the chaff in our own hearts?  Have we taken 
Him seriously when he tells us to be mindful of the poor, 
orphaned, widowed, abandoned, alien, and oppressed?  Do 
we think as men think rather than as God thinks?  Have we 
allowed ourselves to be confronted by the truth of God’s 
mercy, power, and grace?  As we continue our Advent 
journey, may this week be one of purification, a time to get 
rid of the clutter that distracts us from our relationship with 
Jesus and allows us to walk confidently toward the great 
feast of Christmas. 

Peace,   

        

St. Pius X Staff  
Terri Dawes – Parish Office Administrative Assistant, 203-255-6134 ext. 10; tdawes@st-pius.org 
Kara Clegg – Director of Religious Education, Grades 1 - 5, 203-259-4800, ext. 200; kclegg@st-pius.org 
John Donnelly – Business Manager, 203-255-6134, ext. 12, jdonnelly@st-pius.org 
Kathleen Donnelly – Pastoral Assistant, 203-255-6134, ext. 13, kdonnelly@st-pius.org 
Shari Garcia – Edge Middle School Youth Minister, 203-259-4800, ext. 201; sgarcia@st-pius.org 
Denise Heady – Coordinator Confirmation Preparation, 203-259-4800, ext. 202; dheady@st-pius.org 
Michael Lantowski – Music Director, 203-278-1389, mikestro@ymail.com 
Amy O’Donnell – Parish Office Assistant, 203-255-6134, secretary@st-pius.org 
Paola Peña – Life Teen Coordinator, 203-255-6134 ext 15; ppena@st-pius.org 
JP von Uffle – Life Teen Staff Assistant, jpvonu@gmail.com 

ST. PIUS X PRAYER LINE 
We must never underestimate the power of prayer!
Petitions and thanksgivings may be emailed at any 
time to stpiusxprayerln@aol.com, or called in to 
Ann Cole, 203-362-5178, Mon. through Fri. 
(anytime).  Feel free to leave a message. 



  
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

            
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ST. PIUS X SENIORS DECEMBER 5: NOON 
All are invited to us on Monday, December 5 in the 
Community room at noon. A light lunch and beverages are 
provided. Donation for lunch $5. Our gifted and joyful Music 
Director, Mike Lantowski, will enchant us with Christmas 
music…we might even sing-a-long! Our main purpose is to 
relax together in an informal setting. We will be sponsoring 
more day trips, speakers, etc. For lunch reservation, please 
call or text Peter Carey, 203-673-2081…or drop him an 
email: aandp1964@aol.com 

 
 

WEEKLY PARISH COFFEE HOUR:  
WE NEED YOUR HELP TO HOST!! 

Weekly Parish Coffee Hour follows the 9:00 and 10:30a.m. 
Masses.  Hosting a Coffee Hour is easy and is also a great 
way to help with parish community building while meeting 
people at the same time!  Donating baked goods or fruit adds 
to the fun and delight of the children! Please contact Tom 
Dolan (203-8959513 or tmdolanjr@aol.com.) to sign up to 
host a Mass (or two!)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BANNS OF MARRIAGE 
III. Kristin Leary and Philip Flor 

 
CONGRATULATIONS! 

We welcome this newly baptized child into our Family 
of Faith: Madalina Michelle Gibson and Fiona 
Marie Wade. 

 
FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
As Catholics, we pause and honor Mary. This 
wonderful feast celebrates the gift of God to Mary in 
preserving her from original sin from the moment of 
her existence. Pope Pius IX’s declaration of the dogma 
of the Immaculate Conception took place on 
December 8, 1854. In Paris in 1830, Mary appeared to 
Catherine Laboure and declared herself to be the 
Immaculate Conception. Between February 11, 1858, 
and July 16, 1858, the Blessed Virgin appeared to a 
young peasant girl, Bernadette Soubirous, eighteen 
times at the grotto of Massabielle in Lourdes, France. 
On March 24 Bernadette was instructed to have a 
chapel built in honor of the Blessed Virgin, and on the 
following day Mary identified herself as the 
Immaculate Conception. Also in the mid-1800s, the 
American bishops placed our relatively new country 
under the protection of Mary as the Immaculate 
Conception. 
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THE SANCTUARY LIGHTS IN THE  
MAIN CHURCH  

WILL BURN THIS WEEK 
For the intentions of all Parishioners. 

THE SANCTUARY LIGHTS IN THE 

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD CHAPEL  
WILL BURN THIS WEEK  

In Honor of Our Lady of Lourdes. 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY:  

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION  
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7 

Vigil Mass for the Holy Day:  5:30 p.m.  
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8 

Holy Day Masses:  8:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
Group Leaders Needed! 

Grade 8 – Monday evening 7-8:30 p.m. 
Grade 7 – One evening each month on Wed.  

Are you available to be a substitute?   
Please contact Denise (dheady@st-pius.org) in 
the religious education office.  

 
Calendar of Events 
DEC 4th Life Night: "Overfed Yet Starving" 
DEC 11th Life Night: "CENSORED" Series 
DEC 18th Annual White Elephant Ugly Sweater 
Christmas Party!  
Bring a gift that costs no more than $10 and prepare for 
another hilarious night of stealing! Be sure to bring your 
ugly sweater and all ALUMNI are welcome to join us! 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! Our Winter Retreat is 
fast approaching! February 24-26 in Ivoryton, CT at the 
Incarnation Center. 

GIVING TREE: RETURN WRAPPED GIFTS 
WITH TAGS BY DECEMBER 11 

Don’t forget to visit the tree at the Burr Street 
entrance to the Community Room, assigned to 
women and men of the Armed Forces served by 
“Homes for the Brave!”  Next Sunday is the final 
day to drop off ALL wrapped gifts WITH TAGS 
AFFIXED to the Advent Giving Trees! It is very 
important that the original tag be attached to 
your package. Each agency is represented by a 
different color and this is how we know where to 
send that gift. We are donating to 12 area agencies  
whose clients depend on our parish to help them 
celebrate Christmas and to keep them hopeful, fed 
and warm. Our St. Pius X parishioners are always 
wonderfully generous…and for this we are grateful!
Giving Tree Committee 



 
 
 

MINISTRY OF SUPPORT FOR CAREGIVERS – 
DECEMBER 13: NOON 

“St. Pius Forget-Me-Nots” is a ministry of support for those 
who are taking care of family and friends who are chronically 
ill and/or elderly. All are invited to join us for discussion and 
lunch on Tuesday, December 13, at noon, in the Community 
Room in the new Faith Center. New participants are always 
welcome! 

 
JOURNEY TO LIGHT: BEREAVEMENT AND 

COPING MINISTRY: DECEMBER 10 
Our Bereavement Ministry, Part I and Part II will begin this 
year’s nine-month program on Saturday, December 10. We 
meet in Community Room, located in the Faith Center, from 
11 a.m. until 1 p.m. on the second Saturday of every month, 
October-June. Part I encompasses working through the four 
tasks of grief – each session builds upon the previous ones – 
using the tools of dialogue, discussion and journaling. Part 
II, “Coping” is a discussion-based support program for those 
who have completed Part I. The “Coping” Program meets for 
one hour: 11 a.m. until noon. Both groups gather together at 
11 a.m. for prayer and again at noon for refreshments. For 
more information or to register, please call Kathleen 
Donnelly, 255-6134. 
 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — He shall bring justice for the afflicted; the 
earth shall overflow with the knowledge of the LORD 
(Isaiah 11:1-10).  Psalm — Justice shall flourish in his time, 
and fullness of peace for ever (Psalm 72).  Second Reading 
— Glorify God by living in harmony with one another, 
welcoming each other as Christ welcomed you (Romans 15:4-
9).  Gospel — Produce good fruit worthy of your baptism; 
repent, for the reign of God is near (Matthew 3:1-12). 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3, 10ac, 11-13;  
 Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10; Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday: Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12;  
 Lk 1:26-38 
Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16, 18-19;  
 Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10; Ps 146:6-10; Jas 5:7-10;  
                           Mt 11:2-11 

 
AT HOME WITH GOD’S WORD – ON-GOING 

All are invited to participate in this faith-sharing program 
(based on the Sunday Gospel) that meets on Thursdays 
(11a.m.) at the home of Debra Bradley, 32 Hickory Lane, 
06824. For more information, contact Debbie by phone, 1-
203-405-2568 or email dkbra2693@aol.com.  

 
   

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY:  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 

Join this wonderful ministry on Saturday, December 
10, for the purpose of creating prayer shawls for those 
who ill or elderly or in need in any way. We gather in 
the portable classroom – on the second Saturday of 
each month (October–June) in the Religious Education 
Center from 11a.m. – 1p.m. Please contact Ann 
Devine, 203-366-4369 or anndevine@optonline.net 
for more information or if you or anyone you know of, 
is need of a beautiful and blessed prayer shawl that 
brings joy and comfort to each receiver. 

 
ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING 

Individuals as well as families are invited to sign up 
for the lighting of the Advent Wreath which will take 
place at the beginning of each Sunday liturgy during 
Advent. A Sign-up sheet is available in the vestibule. 
 

ADVENT WREATH PRAYERS 
SECOND WEEK: PEACE 

We gather around the Advent Wreath before the 
evening meal begins. As two purple candles are 
lighted, we pray, “Lord, we invite you to come into 
our home this night. We invite you to be the Lord of 
our home during this Advent season and during every 
season. May we learn to share your forgiveness and 
loving peace with one another. Our hope is in the 
Lord: Jesus is the light of our family.”  
 

DO YOU KNOW ANYONE WHO WANTS TO 
BECOME A CATHOLIC? 

The R.C.I.A. process is a wonderful and prayerful 
journey of faith during which adults learn about and 
grow closer to God through the Catholic experience of 
faith, worship and prayer. Invite someone you know to 
come and find out who we are. Please email or call 
Kathleen Donnelly, 255-6134, ext. 13 (kdonnelly@st-
pius.org) for more information. 
 

MOMS OF SCHOOL AGED CHILDREN 
Topic:  “Keeping Christ in Christmas, Living                    
                  Christmas Fully.”  
Date: Wed., December 7, 9:30 am – 11:30am 
Faith Center Community Room. 
Organizer: Dawn Carpanzano;  
RSVP: dawnmariec@sbcglobal.net 
Guest Speaker:  Fr. Sam Kachuba 
 
CATHOLIC CHARITIES CELEBRITY BREAKFAST 

Guest speaker:  Father Reggie Norman 
When: Friday, December 9th, 2016 at 7:30 A.M. 

Where: Shorehaven Golf Club, Norwalk 
Reserve Your Spot at: 

www.2016NorwalkBreakfast.EventBrite.com 
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STEWARDSHIP IS A WAY OF LIFE 

We must be good stewards of God’s gifts to us, receiving 
them gratefully and cultivating them with care lest we be the 
ones whom John the Baptist speaks of today: “every tree that 
does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the 
fire.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

IN APPRECIATION 
I cannot thank you as I would 
For all you’ve done for me; 

I cannot find the words I should 
To tell you fittingly. 

Your kindliness has meant  
So much 

That the only none I know  
Who can ever repay a service such 

As this one here below. 
Therefore to Him I delegate 

What I cannot express. 
May God repay you early, late 

For all your kindliness 
(I was very thrilled with the Thanksgiving food you sent 
to my parents They actually cried!  All I can do is pray 

for your wonderful support).  
Bless you all,  

Sister Theresa Trembly 

 
 
 
 

A THANK YOU LETTER FROM  
BISHOP MUENCH 

 
Dear Fr. Sam and St. Pius X Parishioners, 
 
     On behalf of the Catholic Diocese of Baton Rouge, I 
express my heartfelt appreciation for your generous 
gift of $3,015.00 and gift cards totaling $4,305.00 to 
our Disaster Assistance Fund.  The historic flooding 
that has taken place has impacted nearly every corner 
of our diocese, and parishes and schools are struggling 
to recover in an effort o provide for the spiritual and 
educational need of their parishioners and students.  
These gift cards were distributed to one f our parishes 
that experienced severe flooding, Immaculate 
Conception Church, Denham Springs, for their use and 
distribution. Your gifts are thoughtful gestures that 
will greatly impact the lives of flood victims in our 
area. 
 
     Know of my fervent prayers for you and yours, and 
for your intentions. May God’s blessing be with you in 
abundance. 
 

Sincerely Yours in Christ, 
Most Reverend Robert W. Muench 

Bishop of Baton Rouge 
 
 

ADVENT FAMILY WORKSHOP: TODAY! 
All are invited to participate in this delightful event for 
children of all ages. Advent crafts ($4 per family) are 
available for children as are materials ($10 per wreath) 
to create a “live” Advent wreath from fresh cut pine 
greens.  Workshop IS TAKING place in the Religious 
Education Center from 10 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.  

 
  

 
 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR: SPONSORED BY  

ST PIUS X COUNCIL 16347   
Yankee Candle Sale – See the bulletin insert.   
December 11th – Due Date for Keep Christ in 
Christmas (Ages 5 to 14) Children’s Poster Contest  
Winners Announced Dec 18 after 9:00 AM Mass in 
Community Room   
January 21, 2017 – Youth Basketball Foul Shooting 
Contest – St Thomas’s Gym 9:00am    
March 18, 2017 – Annual Parish St. Patrick - St. 
Joseph Dinner Dance – Community Room 
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 of Treasure 
Weekend of November 19-20, 2016 

 Weekend Offering                                                           $12,539.00 
 Last Year’s 2015 Offering                                             $14,307.00 
 Campaign for Human Development                            $  2,386.00 
 Thanksgiving Day Offering (Additional)                   $     175.00   

The Offertory Collection for the weekend of 
November 26-27, 2016 will be published next weekend. 

 
   ST. PIUS X ANNUAL PARISH APPEAL 

       Goal:  $170,000 
       Received as of Nov. 21: $50,570 
       Percentage of Goal: 30% 
 Please help us reach our goal. 
 Thank you to all who have made a gift to our Annual 
 Appeal. This Appeal helps us each year to make capital 
 improvements (energy efficient measures) and balance our  
 operating budget. The Parish Finance Council  
 determines the goal each year and believes that if every  
 family does its part, we will meet and perhaps even  
 surpass our goal. 

Thank you for your consideration, and 
thank you for being good and faithful stewards! 
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